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DIRECTOR OF ACADEMY’S ASTRONOMY INSTITUTE APPOINTED DIRECTOR OF US NATIONAL RADIO ASTRONOMY OBSERVATORY 

At the June 20 Board meeting in Seattle of the Associated Universities, Inc. (AUI), the organization charged by the National Science Foundation to operate the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) in the US, the appointment of Dr. (Fred) Kwok-Yung Lo as the new (fourth) Director of NRAO, starting September 1, 2002, is formally approved.  (For more details, please see attached AUI Press release.)   
Lo has been Director of the Institute of Astronomy & Astrophysics Preparatory Office (ASIAA) in the Academia Sinica since 22 May 1997, following Dr. Typhoon Lee and Dr. Chi Yuan.  

The ASIAA was established in July 1993, and by now has grown to about 80 staff members including six based in Hilo, Hawaii.  The ASIAA is involved in a number of novel projects, all of which involve collaboration with university groups in Taiwan and international partners all over the world.  The ASIAA has gained international recognition for its accomplishments so far, and her staff members published over 100 papers in international journals and conference proceedings each year in the last few years.   Dr. Paul Ho, Senior Scientist at the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory of the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics, an eminent radio astronomer and Project Scientist of the Sub-millimeter Array (SMA), has agreed to be the Interim Director of the ASIAA, while an open search for the next permanent Director is being conducted.

In the eight years since Dr. Yuan T. Lee became President of the Academia Sinica, one of his primary goals is to recruit eminent scientists domestically and from abroad to head the AS institutes, which has helped the Academia Sinica to grow and improve rapidly.  The appointment of Lo as Director of NRAO in the US by the AUI represents an international recognition of the level of accomplishments achieved at the Academia Sinica in the last few years and also the rising level of the academic community in Taiwan.  It also emphasizes the importance of Taiwan’s ability to attract, recruit and retain scholars at the international level in order to compete in the world arena.  
Lo’s appointment as the NRAO Director will also facilitate and enhance future collaborations between the ASIAA and the US astronomical community.
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LO APPOINTED NRAO DIRECTOR

Washington, DC - Riccardo Giacconi, president of Associated Universities, Inc. (AUI), the not-for-profit corporation that operates the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) under a cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation, is pleased to announce 

the appointment of Fred K.Y. Lo as the director of the NRAO, effective September 1, 2002.  Lo currently is a Distinguished Research Fellow and the Director of the Institute of Astronomy and Astrophysics of the Academia Sinica, located in Taipei, Taiwan.

Lo succeeds Paul A. Vanden Bout, who served as NRAO director from January 1, 1985, to June 1, 2002.  Vanden Bout stepped down to become the interim director of the Joint ALMA (Atacama Large Millimeter Array) Office.  W. Miller Goss, former assistant director of New Mexico Operations for NRAO, has been appointed as acting director in the interim.

"We are delighted that Dr. Lo has accepted this critical and demanding position," said Giacconi.  "The national and international scientific community is indeed fortunate to have an astronomer of this caliber directing the NRAO as it begins a new era of exploration and discovery."

Martha P. Haynes of Cornell University, and chairman of the AUI Board, points out the AUI Board's strong endorsement of Lo's appointment to lead the NRAO.  "As an active radio astronomer, university professor, and director of an institute that is working on a number of novel 

projects, Lo has distinguished himself as a leading figure in the United States and international astronomical communities," she said.

Lo received his bachelor's and doctorate degrees in Physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1969 and 1974, respectively. He joined the California Institute of Technology in 1974 as a Research Fellow in Radio Astronomy.  In 1976, Lo went to the University of 

California at Berkeley as a Miller Fellow.  Two years later, he returned to Caltech where he held various research and teaching positions until 1986.

In 1986, Lo accepted the position of Professor of Astronomy at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and served as the chairman of that university's astronomy department from 1995 to 1997.  Lo accepted his current position at the Academia Sinica in 1997.  He also 

accepted the post of Professor of Physics at the National Taiwan University in 1998.

Lo is an accomplished radio astronomer with very wide research interests.  His studies include star formation in different environments, such as dwarf galaxies; starbursts in nearby and very distant galaxies; and the determination of the structure of Sagittarius A, the compact radio source at the center of the Milky Way Galaxy.  He has been intimately involved in the construction and scientific use of all the millimeter-wave and sub-millimeter-wave interferometer arrays in the United States, and has made the first millimeter-wave interferometric map of carbon dioxide emission from an external galaxy.  More recently, he has been leading an effort in Taiwan to build an array to study the Cosmic Microwave Background radiation -- the echo of the Big Bang.

In coming to NRAO, Lo will direct the daily operation and formulate the long-term goals of one of the world's leading astronomical observatories.  NRAO's facilities include the Very Long Baseline Array, ten remotely controlled radio telescopes that work together as the world's largest, full-time astronomical instrument; the Robert C. Byrd Green Bank Telescope, the world's largest fully steerable radio telescope; and the Very Large Array, the most productive astronomical 

instrument on Earth.  The VLA currently is undergoing a multi-year enhancement and expansion project.  Also, NRAO is proceeding together with international partners in the construction of the Atacama Large Millimeter Array, an array of 64, 12-meter millimeter-wave antennas to 

be constructed in the high Atacama plateau of northern Chile.

Vanden Bout will continue working on developing this instrument as the Joint ALMA Office's interim director.  After which he will undertake a research sabbatical and then return to the NRAO's research staff.

"The legacy left behind by Paul Vanden Bout is remarkable," said Lo. "I look forward to the challenge and opportunity of continuing the outstanding operation of NRAO, while working to ensure the scientific and technological excellence of the observatory."

"Vanden Bout has brought the observatory extraordinary success under his leadership," said Giacconi.  "The international astronomical community has benefited greatly by his vision and leadership, and we are pleased to build on that outstanding foundation as NRAO moves into a new era under Lo's direction."

The NRAO is headquartered in Charlottesville, Va.  The NRAO operates three principal sites in Green Bank, W. Va.; Tucson, Ariz.; and Socorro, N.M.  The observatory is charged with providing astronomers with access to state-of-the-art radio telescope facilities, which they use to 

conduct forefront astronomical research.  Under its charge, the observatory constructs and operates unique facilities and designs future ones to provide maximal observing capability to the nation's scientists.
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