                Academia Sinica News Release
In the Dedication Ceremony of the Array for Microwave Background Anisotropy (AMiBA) held on Oct 3, 2006 in Hawaii, President Si-Chen Lee of National Taiwan University (NTU) announced that the array is officially named after Prof. Yuan T. Lee to honor his outstanding contributions to the astronomy development in Taiwan in his service as the President of Academia Sinica (AS).  AMiBA is the first major astronomical instrument which is led, designed, and constructed by Taiwan.
The AS former President Yuan T. Lee had advocated with great efforts the participation of Taiwan in significant international collaborations in astronomy, and Taiwan has achieved many specific goals.  The Submillimeter Array (SMA) in collaboration with Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory has been completed and officially dedicated in November 2003.  In addition, the previously mentioned AMiBA, a collaboration between AS and NTU, has also been completed and dedicated recently.  Other important on-going projects also encouraged by AS former President Yuan T. Lee includes the Astro-math building (being built on NTU campus), and the Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA, being built in Chile).  ALMA is the largest ground-based astronomical facility in the world, which is a collaboration between Japan, North America and Europe, and Taiwan.  
The above achievements have elevated the level of astronomical research in Taiwan, promoted the cooperation among units in the academic community and in industry, accelerated the training of the next generation, and also established a sound foundation and a plan for the future development of astronomy in Taiwan.  

Fig 1.  The NTU President S.C. Lee officially announced that the AMiBA is named as the “Yuan Tseh Lee Array for Microwave Background Anisotropy” and presented the name plaque of the Array to AS former President Yuan T. Lee. 
	


       

	  Fig 2.  The name plaque of AMiBA, with “Yuan Tseh Lee Array for Microwave
        Background Anisotropy” on it, was installed on the base of the telescope.
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     Fig 3.  Dr. Chi-Huey Wong, the current AS President, giving an address in                                                    the reception of the AMiBA Dedication Ceremony.    

	

	


Fig 4. The former President of Tsing Hua University, AS Academician Frank Shu, presented a framed AMiBA picture, with signatures of all the colleagues of AMiBA on it, to the initial PI of this project, AS Academician Fred K. Y. Lo, the current Director of the National Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) of USA.  [image: image3.jpg]



Fig 5.  The pray-for-blessings ceremony by aboriginal priests in the Dedication Ceremony of AMiBA sited on Mauna Loa in Hawaii. 
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Fig 6.  A picture of the AMiBA Dedication Ceremony.
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